ATL GUNIER 15097498 §/Sgt William H, FORRESTER

" SECREI = AMERICAN @
MCST SECRET = BRITISH
20 A Pz.‘l 1943
HQ, ETOUSA
OFFICE OF AC OF S, G~2
Mmes :Dc‘}AcL-maqr
E & E REPCRT NO, 25
EVASTON FROM FRANCE,
0-430620, Cept, Jobn L, RYAN,-Aim-iednd, ARRVYER U.K.:
367 Bomber bq;:.adron 306 Bomber Group, 17 APRH 1143
AGE ' 26
LENGTH OF SERVICE : 2 yrs,
PRACETTIE PROFESSICH : School teacher, (ﬁw,h'l F»zzAJD
PRIVATE ADURESS s 546 Eighth Avenue,
TROY, N. Y,
Other nembers of crew :
PILOT (aRRATOR)
CO=PTTOT o-te1g70  1lst Lt, Gerald L, SIILIGNS (Killed)
NAVIGATOR : o—-bbo¥9l 1st Li, Robert B, HERMANN (Prisoner
BOMBIDIER o=-bb 1003 gt T4, James LATNE (Prz.soner
TCOP TURRET 17032590-1/5gt Glen 4, BLAKEMORE , landed swl’
RADIO OPERATOR 1ne09$¢3 T/5gt Charles E, PERRY Prisoner
BALL TURRET g0 53542~ Sgt. James/\GRIENE TR. Prisoner
WAIST GUINER 18081398 —5/Sgt ThwRCHAPMAN, Prisener
WATST GUNIVER 15082521 = 5/S ot -SHIPH- (2R Rdeil C.MumA™ (i soner
Prisoner

G MAageH 1947

We left TIURLEIGH at 0945 hrs on 6 March 1943 to bomb

LORTENT, The flak was intense as we approached the target at

23000 f‘h. One burst lknocked out our No, 3 engine and cut out

ny éngine controls, I could not feather the lo, 3 prop and the

Damaced By
FLAK engine set up a terrific vibration, We had been hit just before

unloading our bombs on the target,

/e made a
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We made a left turn off the target and flew about
30 miles out to sea in formation, The Ifo, 53 engine vibrated about
6 inches, shook off the cowling and then the prop flew off, It
hit the side of the fuselage, lnocking out the windshields, The
Co-pilot's face was badly cut, We started dropping behind,

Capt, DRAPER, leading the lower element, slid up under me and
passed me, I realized that it was impossible to getback to
INGLAID, The engines were running wide open, We could not keep
up and were doing 2100 RPI{'s and about 41 inches, ly gas was
insufficient %o get back at that power setting, We made a right
turn out of formation and heeded in for the QUIMPFR Peninsula,
The plane started to let down immediately, Our speed picked

up and I lowered the wheels %o slow us dovm, After giving the
warning signal I %old the crew not %o Jump until we had m:oissed
the coast and to wait wntil T told ‘them ,$o—jrmp,

We crossed the coast at 4000 £%, over Guilvencc,

I waited until we were at least two miles inland
before giving the arder to abandon ship, Before the order we were
attacked twice by F,W's, One was from the rear which I did not
see and the other came in at 11,00 o'clock, The second one was
shot dowm by Sgt. BLAKEMCRE, top turret gunner, The fighter went
into the sea, The French saw this and told me ebout it,

Wle started baling out at 3500 £4, while travelling
at 220 m,poh, The top turret gunner went out first and I was out
last, T put the ship on the automatic pilot and it held fairly
steady, Before jumping I went into the nose which wes empty, back
past the cockpit where I twisted the knob on the autamatic pilot
to down position., The air speed had risen to 240 myp,h, I found
no one in the redio compariment and could see that the main
entrance door was off, I went back to the bomb bay and jumped,
Before leaving the cockpit I had destroyed the I,F,F, and I
believe the bomb sight was thrown into the ocean, Iy jump was at

130 hrs,
/When the chute



- When the chute opened my left arm got tangled
v ; J
(1-huao &MM Xi:“)‘“’qu:u.n the main straps and was jerked up my back .over my head,
T (‘:f'- ?qx‘” o :

atelon
Buchon Vit ASAB)f o oise of the Llow altitude jump I wes down quiokly, I Llemded on

my shoulder and passed out, The landing was made in a pasture

ST. Tean = TROLMAN  ghout 10 Pt from a road end a mile from ST JEAN-TROLDMAN. There
were ebout 4O Frenchmen surrownding me when I regained conscious=
ness, A woman helped me out of my chute, I asked about the
Germens and was told they were in the town, Immediately I was
shown the best direction in which to run, The French buried my
chute,

I wes in a small valley and started running West, When

I came to a stream I walked in the water for an hour befare resting,
I took a benzadrine tablet and filled my water bottle and con-
tinued to walk until 1750 hrs, For a hiding place I found some
brush in the corner of a field and covered myself in it, I

remeined hidden here umtil 2100 hrs, After eating some of the

p—

\

= w(w& o “mam axd. Lsey . : P e = -
@’ S T . w&:a . uchocolate and malte@ milk tabléts and drinking most of my rater
SRR L I walked for about 300 yds to a farm and asked for food, % They
gave me milk, bread end butter end told me the Germans had
That ON@ was Pead.
capbtured seven of my crew and-hed-leidled-ome, I did not ask
for help here because it seemed too near the area of search, With
bat +w}~vt’1§s bnaqi"me 7
the aid of my compass I walked S,W, wntil 2430 hrs T changed.
my direction to North, Finally I found a haystack, My amm was
hurting too badly to climb up on it so I slept at the bottom,
When I woke up I felt feverish,

7 March L3 At 070 hrs I went across the road to a farmhouse,
There was a Frenchmen and a 13-year old boy in the house, After
talking to them they gave me coffee, bread and soup, They also
gave me ceke and bread to take away, After sitiing by their fire
for an hour I started walking North keeping close to the hedgerows,
A% 1200 hrs, having found a field of heavy brush,I made a bed and

lay in the sun to get warm, I ate more bread and chocolate before

/falling asleep.



8 March 43

HELPERS EFFORTS
FAIL

9 March (443

10 March (913

falling asleep, About 1300 hrs a Frenchman awakened me, T was
still wearing my uniform (pinks, leather flying jacket), He
asked me about myself and when I said, "An American parachutist”
he was very friendly, He %ook his knife and cut off my insignia,
Then he told me %o stay where I was, hidden, until he went after
food, In an hour he was back again with a friend and some food
(wine, a bowl of stew, 5 raw eggs and bread and butter), They
stayed with me for about 30 minutes but before leaving said they
would come back for me that evening and hide me in their steble,
They were back again at 210V hrs, We went to their steble eand
they said they thought they might find help for me, At 0030 hrs
they awakened me to say that friends were with them,

The friends were two men who brought civilian clothes
and wooden shoes, I gave my passport pictures to one of the men
who was %o try getting an identity card for me, After they left
I slept until 0530 hrs when the farmer came in and told me to
hide in the field that day, At 2100 hrs the friend who was trying
to get the identity card returned, He was discouraged. because his
effort had failed, Iy pictures were given back to me and after
we had eaten I was told that since suspicion had been aroused it
would be best for me to go further for help,

At 2400 hrs I started walking N,E, I walked until
1200 hrs befare stopping for a long rest, My water bottle had
been lost in some of the thorny wnmderbrush, While I was sitting
in the corner of a field smoking two Frenchwomen brought their cows
into the field and upon seeing me ran away, I was walking off
hurriedly when the two women ceme after me bringing a man with
them, They asked for my identity and then took me into their
house for food, All of their neighbours came in to see me, The
doctor who was called #e=me. could not come because he had no gas,
I stayed all that afternoon and slept in the stable that night,

One friend who came said he thought he knew someone who
could help me, At 130y hrs a farm hend walked with me to a wood

about 3 miles away where we met the friend, He took me enother

/2 miles
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AG 383.6 . Hq ETOUSA 9 April 1943
SUBJECT: Safeguarding of P/W Information,

TO : Personnel concerned,

1, It is the duty of all Americans to safeguard information which might, either
directly or indirectly, be useful to the enemy.

2, It is an offense, carrying heavy penalties, to publish or to communicate to
any unauthorized person any information which might be useful to the enemy.

3. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful
to the enemy and a danger to your friends., It is therefore SECRET .

L. a. You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache
to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding General of
the Theater of Operations:

(1) The names of those who helped you.

(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.

(3) The route you followed,

(4) Any other facts concerning your experience,
b. You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press,
¢y You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, period-
icals or in broadecasts or in lectures,
d, You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in
letters or in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. La,
e. No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission
of the War or Navy Department,

By command of Lieutenant General ANDREWS:

GO lph [ ot s

RALPH FULSIFER,
Colonel, AGD, Adjutant General,.
CERTIFICATE

I have read the above and cegtify that I will comply with it,

I understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from
capture is SECRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the American
Military Attache to whom I first report, or an officer designated by the Com~

manding General of the Theater of Operations, I understand t disclosure
to anyone else will make me liable to diseiplina ion,

Name (Print) Veun 4. /@4@’ Signed gﬁ.’@’_\
Rank_&_y_o_a”v ASN__ © '%ﬂzo Date Mﬂ
Unit Je7%Lonss. .!Zago. AL Witness




HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY

SPECIAL ORDERS )

' EXTRAC T
e A JEUR R W O B ¢ 1

1. Gapt JOMN L. BYAN, 0430620, AC, is asgd te Hq m AF, is placed on
at this hq in the G-2 See.

Upon completion of this TD he will rpt
Eighth AF for dy. TCHT, A per diem of $6,00 is zuth while on the

while on travel status, TDN., FD 31 P um A W.

‘,.y‘u—uuwwms_

Brigadier Gml, % of Ssarf,
OFFIGIALa s | ;

. - RALPH mm:m,
colml, U Mjﬂm General.
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